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The classic book, Captains Courageous by Rudyard Kipling! There's a reason why Captains

Courageous is one of the best books of all time. If you haven't read this classic, then you'd better

pick up a copy of Captains Courageous by Rudyard Kipling today! --This text refers to the

Paperback edition.
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Is The Captain Courageous enough for a Critique? The book "Captains Courageous", written by

Rudyard Kipling is the struggle of a young, immature boy learning what it is to be a real man through

different hardships and ordeals he encounters. The young boys name is Harvey Cheyne. The book

is an adventure story take takes place on the ocean. The struggle that Harvey goes through could

be argued that it is similar to Kipling's life in a way. Harvey is a fifteen-year-old boy whose parents

are extremely rich. He has a very demanding and strong personality that shows up early in the

novel. Harvey is thrown into a situation where he has to learn to become a man so he can survive.

In the beginning Harvey falls of his ship into the ocean where he is then rescued by a small New

England fishing boat. He demands that the captain returns him to his home with his parents and

wealth, but the captain and crew do not listen. If they were to turn around they would lose several

hundred dollars. Instead the captain makes a deal with Harvey. He tells him, that they will feed and

clothe him if he helps on the ship. Harvey has no other choice so he accepts the deal. When he first

begins work he is clumsy and slow at getting it done. He has never really had to do physical work

before, so this is all new to him. Harvey works for months on the fishing vessel and some changes



finally become apparent. His hands are rough and covered in work calluses, unlike the soft and

smooth hands he use to have. He also begins to realize what it is like to be a real man. He has to

work not only for himself, but for others as well. He also learns that everyone has to put their best

effort into everything they do so everyone benefits. Later in the book Harvey witnesses a death of a

Frenchman.
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